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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram and physical of fracturing tube
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Fig. 2 Schematic diagram of experiment system
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Tab. 1 Cavity pressure test conditions

TR AL CO, 7% o, T HHRE
Jiii/g Jiiir/kg JEJ/MPa  JEE/mm
1 70 0.385 7.5 1.9
2 70 0.438 9.5 34
3 70 0.461 11.5 2.6
4 90 0.387 7.5 34
5 90 0.431 9.5 2.6
6 90 0.467 11.5 1.9
7 120 0.390 7.5 2.6
8 120 0.436 9.5 1.9
9 120 0.464 11.5 34
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Tab. 2 Test results
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2 70 9.5 3.4 13376 3511 2048
3 70 11.5 26 10333  47.86  35.57
4 90 7.5 3.4 13591 2581 1149
5 90 9.5 2.6 106.60 3350 1853
6 90 11.5 1.9 77.64 2045  8.08
7 120 7.5 2.6 11249 2219  7.42
8 120 9.5 1.9 7869 1320  8.16
9 120 11.5 3.4 140.94 4413 32.08
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fracturing tube
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Tab.3 Correlation coefficients between peak pressure
and influencing factors
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Fig. 5 Distribution of peak pressure and the thickness of
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Fig. 10 Failure morphology of the energy release plate
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Pressure Release Characteristics of Fracturing Tube in Supercritical CO,
Phase-transition Fracturing Technology
ABI Erdi ', WU Fayou', LIU Mingwei'", ZHANG Jie', ZENG Qifu', JIANG Mingjing’, HU Zunrong', LI Peilun'

(1.National Inland Waterway Improvement Engineering Research Center, Chongqing Jiaotong University, Chongqing 400074, China;
2.School of Civil Engineering, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215009, China)
Abstract:

Objective As the core components responsible for energy release in supercritical CO, phase transition fracturing, the fracturing tube faces chal-
lenges related to successful activation and the calculation of the pressure generated after activation. Successful activation of the fracturing tube is
essential for effective energy release. After activation, the magnitude of the generated pressure is a key factor for evaluating the fracturing effect.
The depressurization characteristics of the fracturing tube are mainly influenced by the activator quality, CO, filling pressure, and energy release
plate thickness. Current research primarily focuses on qualitative analyses of influencing factors, and no unified expression exists for calculating
the peak pressure in the fracturing tube. Therefore, further investigation of the energy release characteristics of the fracturing tube is crucial for
improving the efficiency and safety of supercritical CO, phase transition fracturing.

Methods An independently built experimental system was utilized to conduct cavity pressure tests under different activator qualityes (70, 90, and
120 g), CO, filling pressures (7.5, 9.5, and 11.5 MPa), and energy release plate thicknesses (1.9, 2.6, and 3.4 mm) to determine the dynamic pres-
sure response inside the fracturing tube. Correlation analysis methods were utilized to examine the relationships among activator qualityquality,
CO, filling pressure, energy release plate thickness, and peak pressure inside the fracturing tube. The effects of these parameters on the pressure
rise time inside the fracturing tube were analyzed based on the pressure-volume-temperature characteristics of the gas. The calculation method for
peak pressure was discussed in conjunction with the stress state and failure mode of the energy release plate. A quantified method for determining
activator quality, CO, filling pressure, and energy release plate thickness was proposed by comparing and analyzing the experimental results of
this study with existing results reported in the literature.

Results and Discussions Under different experimental conditions, the peak pressure inside the fracturing tube ranged from 77.64 to 140.94 MPa,
the pressure rise time ranged from 7 to 36 ms, and the time required for pressure decay from the peak value to atmospheric pressure was relatively
short, ranging from 5 to 15 ms. The analysis indicated that the loading rate during supercritical CO, phase transition fracturing for rock fracturing
was approximately 10* MPa/s. The pressure response curve inside the fracturing tube consisted of a pressure rise stage before reaching the peak
pressure and a release stage after the peak pressure. During the pressure rise stage, the pressure inside the fracturing tube initially increases slowly

and then surges linearly with time. During the release stage, the pressure inside the fracturing tube initially drops rapidly and then gradually de-
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creases to atmospheric pressure over time. The correlation between peak pressure and both activator quality and CO, filling pressure was weak,
whereas a strong correlation existed between peak pressure and energy release plate thickness. When the activator quality and energy release plate
thickness were constant, higher initial CO, filling pressure resulted in a shorter pressure rise time and a greater final pressure increase. When CO,
filling pressure and energy release plate thickness were constant, faster activator combustion led to a shorter pressure rise time, while greater acti-
vator quality produced a higher pressure increase. Increasing energy release plate thickness resulted in higher peak pressure and longer pressure
rise time. The destruction pressure of the energy release plate calculated using the punching shear method exhibited the smallest error relative to
the experimental results, at 2.11%, whereas the welding flat cover method produced the largest error, at —190.12%, and the tensile failure methods
yielded errors of 18.87% and —19.75%, respectively. These discrepancies primarily resulted from differences in the applicable conditions of the
calculation methods. The dominant failure mode of the energy release plate was punching shear, indicating that the punching shear method better
represented actual conditions. Comparison of the experimental results of this study with existing literature demonstrated that, within the com-
monly used range of energy release plate thicknesses (1.9~6.0 mm), the CO, filling pressure ranged from 7.5 to 14.4 MPa, with an average value
of 10.18 MPa, while the K values mainly ranged from 150.0 to 258.0, with an average value of 203.5.

Conclusions The results indicate that the dynamic pressure response curve within the fracturing tube primarily consists of an exponential ascent
stage before peak pressure and a rapid release stage after peak pressure. The duration of pressure increase in the fracturing tube is jointly influ-
enced by the CO, filling pressure, activator quality, and energy release plate thickness. The pressure rising capacity is jointly controlled by the ac-
tivator quality and the CO, filling pressure, whereas the ultimate peak pressure is predominantly governed by the thickness of the energy release
plate. The maximum pressure during fracturing tube excitation can be characterized by the failure pressure of the energy release sheet calculated
using the punching shear failure formula. The initial CO, filling pressure in the fracturing tube should not be less than 7.5 MPa, and the activator
consumption coefficient K is recommended to be 200. These findings provide a theoretical basis for parameter optimization of supercritical CO,
phase transition fracturing technology and for the evaluation of rock-breaking effectiveness.

Key words: supercritical CO,; rock blasting; fracturing pipe; pressure release characteristics
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